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S  it  <was  obedience  to  your  Lordship’s 
command  that  engaged  me  to  a  chearful 
co?npliance  with  the  firjl  order  of  your 
Court ,  to  appear  upon  this  occafion,  fo  the  fame  due 
refpett  to  that,  which  I  received  jince,  could  not  (I 
thought)  with  decency  he  withflood  by  me ;  for  as  I 
drew  my  firjl  hreath  in  that  City,  fo  renowned  for 
thefe  excellent  Charitable  Foundations ,  fo  I  could 
not  but  account  it  an  acceptable  fervice,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  what  might  be  in  the  leafi  conducive,  to¬ 
wards  promoting  the  pious  ends  of  them .  I  cannot 
alfo ,  but  he  proud  of  the  Honour,  of  not  only ,  being 
a  Fellow-Citizen ,  with  your  Lordship,  but  alfo 
brought  up  in  the  fame  School  of  St ,  PaulV,  edu- 
■  ,  .  *  cated 


Dm  f>  i  c  a  t  i  o  k. 


rated  in  4be  jam  'lUnfowfif  *df  Cambridge,  and 
though  not  a  member  of  the  fame  College ,  yet  as 
youfr ;  Lo^DiHip’s  College  of  Sidney,  upon  more  than 
one  account,  may  be  looked  up  on  f  t  o  have  a  fort  df 


May  your  Lordship  go  on  to  deferve  the  good 
opinion  the  World  has  of  you ,  not  only  as  fingu- 
larly  furnijhed  with  .  Abilities  equal  to  the  High 
Office  you  bear ,  but  what  is  more  to  be  valued , 
filling  up  that  fat  ion  with  Integrity  and  Honour  : 
Thefe  will  not  fail  to  procure  the  bleffings  of  Heaven 
upon  this  great  City,  and  fecure  to  your  Lordship 
a  Iqfing  Name  here,  and  .eternal  Hqppinefs  here ~ 
after,  which  is  the  hearty ,  and  fncere  wijpfand 
grayer  of, 
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H  EBREWS  VI.  IO. 

For  God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget 
your  work  and  labour  of  love ,  which 
ye  have  Jhewed  towards  his  name , 
in  that  ye  have  mintflred  to  the 
Saints-i  and  do  minifler. 

TH  E  Author  of  this  Epiftle  having  before 
largely  let  forth  the  excellency  of  the 
Chriftian  Inftitution  in  various  inftances, 
thereby  infinuating,  that  though  the  Law  of  Mo¬ 
tes  was  now  abrogated,  they  had  no  reafon  to 
repine,  or  be  concerned  at  it,  fince  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  Dilpenfation  was  fobftituted  in  its  room,  efta- 
blifhed  upon  better  promifes,  and,  which  if  duly 
attended  to,  would  raiie  human  nature  to  the 
higheft  perfection  it  was  capable  of  $  proceeds, 
to  lay  down  the  duties  refuldng  from  this  their 
high  calling,  by  giving  them  a  fummary  of  thofe 
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Chnftian  Vertues  and  Graces,  which  as  a  Super- 
ftruclure  to  this  noble  Foundation,  would  by 

deg 
and 

of  the  moffc  eminent  branches  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  in  which  thefe  Hebrews  had  very  much 
diftinguifhed  themfelves,  (viz.)  works  of  Charity 
and  Beneficence;  to  encourage  them  to  go  for¬ 
ward  in  which;  the  Apoftle  gives  them  to  under- 
ftand  the  bleffed  rewards  refulting  from  them  f 
for  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and 
labour  of  love,  which  ye  have  Jhewed  towards  his 
name ,  in  that  ye  have  minijlred  to  the  Saints ,  and 
do  minifler .  On  which  words  (as  fuitable  to  our 
prefent  felemn  meeting)  I  ftiall  difcourfe  in  the 
following  method : 

First,  Shew  how  acceptable  good  works  are  to 
Gody  and  what  Rewards  he  hath  promifed  to 
thofey  who  Jhall  be  found  abounding  in  them . 
zd ly.  That  a  principle  of  Chriflian  lovey  and  Cha¬ 
rity  y  is  of  all  other  the  mojl  prevalent  to  induce 
Men  to  fuch  good  works . 

5 dly>  That  by  the  expreffion  of  labour  of  love  is 
plainly  fuggejledy  that  good  works  are  often  ac¬ 
companied  with  much  trouble  and  difficulty^ 
4thly,  That  minijlring  to  the  wants  and  neceffities 
of  our  Chriflian  Brethreny  filed  here  Saints,  is 
Jhewing  a  regard  towards  the  name  of  God. 
Lastly,  That  we  have  per  fever  ance  in  thofe 


ees  render  them  perfeH  in  every  good  Wordy 
Work .  He  comes  at  laft  to  touch  upon  one 


duties 
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duties  recommended  to  us ,  by  the  example  of 
thofe  Hebrews,  who  are  not  only  mentioned,  as 
formerly  miniftring  to  the  necejjities  of  their 
indigent  Brethren ,  but  as  continuing  to  do  the 
fame  :  the  Apoftle  therefore  adds :  do  minifter , 
of  thele  in  their  order. 

i jl.  I  shall  briefly  drew  how  acceptable 
;ood  works  are  to  God,  and  what  Rewards  he 
tath  promifcd  to  thole  who  abound  in  them. 
The  Apoftle  by  laying,  God  is  not  unrighteous,  ules 
a  Figurative  way  of  Ipeech,  not  uncommon  a- 
mongft  the  Sacred  Writers,  wherein  much  more 
is  meant,  than  is  exprelfed,  that  is,  God  will  cer¬ 
tainly  remember  to  reward  luch,  who  have  faith 
enough,  to  truft  him  with  their  Charity :  as  he 
is  the  Righteous  fudge ,  he  will  render  to  every 
one  according  to  his  works :  elpecially  as  he  de¬ 
lights  in  mercy,  he  takes  plealure  in  making  good 
the  many  declarations  of  his  favour  towards 
thole,  who  lo  much  relemble  him  in  this  god¬ 
like  quality,  of  being  merciful,  as  their  Father  in 
Heaven  is  merciful ;  gracioully  promiling,  that 
thofe  who  are  fo,  jhall  obtain  mercy.  And  if  the  love 
of  God  conftrains  us  to  do  good  to  others,  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power  and  ability,  he  cannot 
deny  himfelf  in  making  thole  returns,  which  his 
own  goodnels,  and  promiles  engage  him  to,  in 
order  to  encourage  us  in  this  greateft  of  all  Chri- 
ftian  Virtues.  So  great,  that  Charity  or  Alms- 

A  2  giving 


4  A  Sermon  Preached 

giving  has  engroiTed  to  it  folf,  the  name  of 
good  works,  and  indeed  without  this,  the  greatefi: 
boaft  of  Faith,  or  the  full  ajfurance  of  Hope , 
are  but  empty  names,  like  founding  Brafs  or  tink 
ling  Cymbals ,  as  they  are  of  no  fervice  to  the  ~ 
World,  fo  they  will  meet  with  no  acceptance  from 
God,  who  cannot  be  impoled  upon  by  vain  pre¬ 
tences.  For  if  a  Man  love  not  his  Brother  'whom  he 
hath  feen ,  how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not 
feen  ?  So  that  though  this  is  but  a  fingle  branch 
of  our  duty,  and  there  are  other  things  required 
to  make  us  compleat  Chriftians ;  yet  if  we  do 
not  few  our  Faith  by  our  Works,  and  have  not 
fruit  of  this  fort  abounding  in  us,  we  fhall  in  the 
fight  of  God,  be  accounted  dead,  while  we  live :  and 
he  hath  threatned,  that  they  fhall  have  judgment 
without  mercy,  who  have  Jhewed  no  mercy :  and, 
that  we  mull  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  Tongue , 
but  in  deed  and  in  truth,  is  very  exprels  in  infi¬ 
nite  pallages  of  Scripture.  I  need  but  mention 
that  of  St.  James,  which  is  very  full  to 
our  purpofe ,  wherein  he  baffles  all  the  vain 
pretences  of  thole,  who  are  for  a  cheap  Religion  •, 
and  would  ferve  God  with  that  which  cojls  them 
nothing.  If  a  Brother  or  a  Sijler  ( faith  he )  be 
naked,  and  dejlitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you 
fay  unto  them,  be  ye  warmed,  and  filled,  notwith - 
funding  you  give  them  not  thofe  things,  which  are 
profitable  to  the  Body,  what  doth  it  profit  ?  He 
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mull  then  be  of  a  very  narrow  and  contra&ed 
Soul,  who  can  facisfy  himfelf  in  a  barren  and 
unfruitful  profeflion  of  a  Religion,  which  can  on-* 
ly  be  known  by  its  fruits  y  which,  to  en¬ 
courage  us,  are  attended  with  fo  many  happy  con- 
fequences,  that  the  uncharitable  Man  lofes  infi¬ 
nitely  more  than  he  can  gain,  by  witholding  good 
from  them  to  whom  it  is  due ,  when  it  is  in  the  power 
of  his  hand  to  do  it.  For  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
pleafure  that  a  good  Man  has  within  himfelf,  in 
doing  an  ad  of  kindnefs  to  any  diftreffed  object, 
which  is  better  felt  than  expreffed,  and  beyond 
the  utmofl  flretch  of  the  moft  luxurious  Epicure, 
and  voluptuous  Perfbn,  in  all  his  forc’d  and,  un¬ 
natural  Pleafures  j  the  merciful  Man  doth  good,  to 
his  own  Soul,  and  a  feafonable  relief  to  any  un¬ 
der  hard  circumllances,  affords  as  much  fatisfadion 
to  the  giver,  as  it  can  poffibly  do  of  comfort,, 
to  the  receiver.  Need  I  enlarge  upon  the  blefr 
fings  and  encouragements,  which-feldom  fail  the 
charitable  and  good  Man,  even  in  this  World  ? 
God  having  promifed,  that  the  liberal  Soul  jhall 
be  made  fat ;  and  he  that  watereth  Jhall  be  watered 
even  himfelf  i  that, there  is  that  feat  ter  eth,  and  yet 
increafeth,  and  if  we  throw  our  Bread  upon  the 
Waters,  we  Jhall  find  it  after  many  Bays,  that  is, 
a  bleffing  fhall  be  derived  upon  all  our  Subftance, 
if  we  can  find  in  our  Hearts. to. trufl.  God  with 
fuchafbare,,  as  the  neceflities  of  our  Chriflian  Bre¬ 
thren 
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thren  call  for  from  us.  So  true,  is  that  of  our 
B.  Lord  delivered  down  to  the  Apoftles,  that  it 
is  more  blejfed  to  give  than  to  receive.  What 
is  there  then  in  an  ample  Fortune,  fo  valu¬ 
able,  as  the  opportunity  and  power  it  gives  of 
being  rich  in  good  works,  and  caujing  the  blejftng 
of  him,  that  was  ready  to  perifh,  to  come  upon  us, 
and,  the  Widows  heart  to  Jingforjoy  ?  This  mull  be 
our  rejoycing,  when  we  are  doing  good  in  our  life. 
And,  to  excite  us  to  fhew  mercy  with  chearfulnefs, 
it  mud  not  be  omitted,  that  we  thereby  make  Friends 
of  the  unrighteous  Mammon,  which  when  we  depart, 
and  leave  this  World,  will  minifler  to  us  an  abundant 
entrance,  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord.  Had  I  time, 
I  could  multiply  paflages  out,  of  the  Scripture, 
which  might  induce  us  to  lay  up  in  Jlore  for  our- 
felves  againjl  the  time  to  come,  and  by  transit¬ 
ing  our  Treafures  into  a  better  World,  be  rich  to¬ 
wards  God,  but,  inftead  of  this,  I  rather  choolc 
to  refer  you  to  the  fpecial  regard  that  will  be 
had  to  Charity,  and  good  works,  in  that  awful 
account  we  have  of  the  1  aft  Judgment  in  the  zj. 
Matth.  where  the  (crutiny  doth  not  lb  much  pals, 
upon  the  moll  lively  Faith,  or  the  molt  allured 
Hope,  but  the  moll  fervent  Charity,  manifefting 
it  lelf  in  feeding  the  Hungry,  and  cloathing  the  Naked, 
thofe  who  do  this  jhall  enter  into  Life  Eter¬ 
nal ,  feeing  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God,  to  re- 
cowpence  fuch,  who  for  his  lake,  and  out  of  a  true 
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Chriflian  principle  of  love  and  Charity  are  thus 
beneficial  to  the  World,  which 

*  *  '  l  ■  ,  1  .  ? 

I  am  in  the  zd  place  to  iliew,  is  the  moil  genuine, 
and  tailing  principle  of  any  other,  and  will  Hand 
th'e  tell,  and  abide  a  tryal,  when  all  other  motives 
and  confederations  will  little  avail,  to  make  Men 
Jledfaf  and  unmoveable,  in  every  good  work.  If 
out  of  Ollentation,  to  be  feen  of  Men,  or  to  car¬ 
ry  on  any  finiller  end,  lome  are  prompted  to  do 
any  thing  plaufible  this  way,  the  Foundation  loon 
fails,  when  that  end  is  gained  5  or  when  fiich  an 
opportunity  is  wanting,  to  engage  them  in  luch 
inllances  of  Humanity,  and  Charity ;  if  they  com- 
pals  their  ends,  they  have  their  revoard,  all  that 
they  can  expert;  the  recompence  hereafter,  being 
not  what  they  fought  for,  or  defired,  fo  not  like 
to  fall  to  their  fhare.  Indeed,  as  to  the  Perfons 
who  are  benefited  by  any  luch  good  works,  (for 
fo  we  mull  call  them,  from  whatever  Motive  or 

a.  - 

Principle  they  proceed)  the  cafo  is  the  lame  j  but 
as  to  the  givers  themfelves,  the  Confoioulhels  of 
their  being  done  upon  different  motives,  from 
what  they  ought  to  be,  takes  off  the  pleafure,  and 
latisfaflion,  they  would  otherwile  reap  from  them  •; 
elpecially  too,  if  the  World  be  appriled  of  their 
Hypocrily,  no  wonder,  if  they  then  give  out,  and 
defill  from  them,  and  fince  they  can’t  any  far¬ 
ther  gratify  their  vanity  and  ambition ,  to  in¬ 
dulge  a  Covetous,  and  Tenacious  Temper, 
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There  are  others,  who  may  be  induced  to  do  many 
fuch  a 61s  out  of  a  principle  of  Humanity,  and 
good  nature.  And,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  it  is 
a  great  blefling  to  the  World,  when  it  abounds 
with  fuch  happy  dilpofitions,  but  even  this  alone, 
will  not  be  able  to  -carry  Men  to  the  full  length  of 
this  duty  j  the  ill  returns  that  fuch  may  meet  with 
from  thole  they  have  obliged,  may  very  probably 
make  them  weary  of  well  doing,  if  they  have  no 
higher  principle  to  lupport,  and  animate  them  in 
it,  and  confidering  the  depravity  of  human  nature, 
it  too  commonly  happens  in  our  dealings  with 
Mankind,  that  we  have  no  other  returns  for  our 
good  will,  but  the  baled;  ingratitude,  which  na¬ 
turally  muft  in  procels  of  time,  dam  up  the  Foun¬ 
tain  from  whence  it  proceeds,  and  Ipoil  the  belt 
difpolition,  by  a  long  courle  of  ill  ulage.  We  find, 
our  B.  Lord  met  but  with  one  of  the  ten  Lepers 
he  cured,  who  had  the  leaft  Ipark  of  gratitude  to 
their  kind  Benefactor  5  and  I  think,  we  may  late¬ 
ly  lay,  the  World  is  not  as  to  this,  or  any  other 
view,  grown  better  fince.  But,  if  what  we  do 
■of  this  kind,  we  do  it  unto  the  Lord,  and  not  un¬ 
to  Men,  knowing  that  of  him,  we  Jhall  receive  our 
reward,  we  {hall  then  have  an  eye  to  the  recom¬ 
mence  he  hath  promiled,  and  overlook,  what  o~ 
therwile  would  give  us  no  fmall  difturbance  5 
and  be  apt  to  lour  the  moft  benign,  and  belt  na- 
tured  Perlbn  in  the  World:  the  motives  drawn 

from 
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from  our  Holy  Religion  are  then  fuperior  to  all 
lower  considerations,  and  as  we  know  that  to  do 
good,  and  to  communicate  is  a  command  of  that 
God,  whom  we  profefs  to  lerve :  that,  vohat  vie 
give  to  our  poor  Brethren,  is  lending  to  the  Lord, 
although  we  have  no  expectation  or  hope  from 
Men,  yet,  being  allured  that  God  will  not  forget  our 
labour  of  love,  this  fingle  thought,  will  make  us 
digefb  any  difficulty,  we  may  meet  with  in  doing 
works  of  this  nature,  and  that  they  are  not  to 
be  done  without,  is  plainly  fuppofed  by  the  Phrale 
the  Apoftle  here  ules,  ol  labour  of  love, 

Which  I  am  in  the  3  d  place  to  Ihew,  why, 
and  on  what  account,  it  is  lo  (tiled.  There  is 
nothing  great,  or  excellent,  that  doth  not  require 
Pains,  and  Care,  to  compals  it,  why  then  fhould 
it  be  thought  Itrange,  that  good  works  which  are 
attended  with  luch  bleffed,  and  lalting  effects  for 
the  (ervice  of  our  fellow  Creatures,  can  be  begun, 
continued,  or  carried  on,  without  the  utmoft  care, 
and  united  endeavours  of  zealous,  and  well  dll- 
poled  Perlons  ?  I  ipeak  now,  of  publick  Charities, 
thofe  elpecially,  (or  which  this  Proteftant  City  is 
renowned  throughout  the  World;  for,  had  not 
God  railed  up  from  time,  to  time,  a  luccellion  of 
active,  upright,  and  dilcreet  Perlons,  thelc  noble 
Foundations,  which  we  now  are  to  mention  with 
Honour,  would  have  long  e’re  now,  been  ren¬ 
dered  ineffedual  towards  thole  excellent  purpoles 
they  were  firff  defigned  for  :  but  Inch  good  care 
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hath  been  taken,  not  only  to  prelerve,  but  aug¬ 
ment  their  Revenues,  that  it  hath  encouraged  very 
many,  to  bellow  their  treewill-Offerings  to  the 
farther  fupport,  and  enlargement  of  them :  yet, 
God  knows !  there  is  room  for  more,  fuch  are 
the  growing  naileries  of  Mankind,  lb  many,  and  va¬ 
rious,  are  the  difrnal  fpeclacles  thereof  which  prelent 
themfelves  daily  to  our  view,  that  if  there  were  not 
thole  who  minded  the  good  of  others,  as  well  as 
what  relates  to  themlelves ;  things  would  Hill  be 
much  worfe  than  they  are,  whatever  prelent  rcalon. 
we  have  to  complain ;  it  is  true,  as  iniquity  abounds, 
fo  the  love  of  many  muft  wax  cold,  and  when  Lu¬ 
xury,  and  other  expenlive  Vices  have  engaged  Men 
in  their  lervice,  the  largeft  Incomes  are  too  finall 
to  latisfy  their  exorbitant  demands ;  for  what  can, 
be  expected  for  publick  Service,  when  all  is  de¬ 
voted  to  make  provifion  for  the  Flejh ,  to  fulfil  the 
Lufis  thereof  ?  But  Charity,  is  the  genuine  fruit 
of  the  Spirit,  and  feeketh  not  her  own,  but  enclines 
Men  to  bear  one  another s  Burdens,  and  fo  fulfil  the 
Law  of  Chrifi,  to  hind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  be 
Eyes  to  the  Blind,  Feet  to  the  Lame,  and  as  Mem¬ 
bers  one  of  another,  have  a  fellow  feeling  of  the 
wants,  and  necefities  of  thole,  to  whom  we  bear  lo 
near  a  relation.  Indeed,  Ibme  are  weary  of  this  rela¬ 
tion,  and  are  doing  all  they  can  to  break  thefe  Bands, 
and  cafl  away  thofe  Cords  from  them,  throwing  off 
their  Chriftianity,  and  every  thing  that  favours  of  it : 
but  if  Infidelity  lliould  go  on  to  prevail  among!! 
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us,  befides  other  infinite  mifchiefs  it  would  bring 
upon  us,  it  would  cut  the  Sinews  of  all  good 
works,  it  would  fap  the  very  Foundations  of  pub- 
lick  Charities  for  the  good  of  Mankind.  For 
who  would  lay  up  Treafure  in  Heaven,  if  they  be¬ 
lieved  there  was  no  fitch  place  ?  or  do  any  thing 
for  God’s  lake,  who  did  not  believe  him  a  re- 
warder  of  them,  who  diligently  feek  him  ?  or  for 
Chrijl's  fake,  who  look  upon  him  to  be  an  Im- 
poftor  ?  So  that  if  there  was  no  other  reafon,  fitch 
Infidels  would  think  it  was  fufficient  to  bear  them 
out  in  denying  their  afliftance  to  one  of  the  moil 
eminent  of  our  Hofpitals ;  becaufe,  it  carries  the 
name  of  him,  whom  they  have  not  only  renounced, 
but  blafphemed  too  •,  in  fhort,  as  in  this  life  only 
fuch  Men  have  hope,  no  wonder  that  they  choofe 
to  trujl  in  Riches,  and  not  in  the  living  God.  But 
on  the  contrary,  a  good  Chriftian  who  looks  up¬ 
on  the  labour  of  love,  to  be  only  a  labour  of  low¬ 
ing,  and  that  he  experts  in  due  feafon,  to  reap 
a  plentiful  incrcafe,  not  according  to  the  fcanty  pro¬ 
portion  of  our  beft  fervices  in  this  kind,  but  God’s 
promife,  of  a  return  of  good  meafure,  prefed  down, 
and  running  over ,  this  confederation  alone,  will  not 
let  him  faint  in  his  Mind,  knowing  that  thofe  who 
honour  him,  he  will  honour,  which  leads  me  to  my 
4 th  Particular,  that  works  of  Charity  are 
to  be  done  in  the  name  and  for  the  glory  of  God. 
Indeed  our  righteoufnefs  extendeth  not  to  God,  he 
can  have  no  occafion  for  our  beft  (ervices  in  this, 
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or  any  other  kind,  nay  it  is  of  his  own,  what  we 
receive  from  him,  that  we  minifter  unto  others, 
yet  as  Stewards  of  the  manyfold  Gifts  of  God,  wemuft 
be  found  fo  faithful ,  as  to  give  to  thofe  that  need, 
he  looks  upon  it  as  done  unto  himfelf,  which  is 
alTurance  enough  that  our  labour  will  not  he  in  vain 
in  the  Lord,  it  not  only  being  our  duty ,  but 
our  intereft,  to  honour  the  Lord  with  our  fuhjfance, 
and  the  firjl  fruits  of  all  our  increafe,  fence,  we 
know  in  whom  we  have  believed,  and  what  he 
has  promifed,  will  be  made  good  to  us,  tho’ 
other  motives  have  their  weight,  yet  ought  they 
all  to  vail  to  this  moft  cogent  one,  that  the  good 
we  do,  is  acceptable  to  God,  that  the  rewards  en¬ 
tailed  upon  us,  are  by  his  promile,  which  is  the 
anchor  of  the  Soul  fure  and JledfaJl,  fo  that  Con- 
ftancy,  and  Perfeverance  are  well  becoming  foch 
hopes ;  the  Apoftle  bears  witnels  in  relation  to  his 
Hebrews ,  that  they  had  not  only  minijlred  to  the 
Saints,  but  adds,  do  minifter ,  that  is,  continue  to 
do  the  lame  good  Offices,  as  opportunity  offered. 

This  isthelaft  obfervation  that  I  am  to  make 
from  the  words ,  and  indeed  without  perfeverance 
in  thefe  duties  we  lofe  all  the  comfort,  and  reward 
of  them  :  difeourage  thofe  who  have  been  before 
animated  by  our  example,  and,  which  is  worff 
of  all,  provoke  God  to  abandon  us,  as  thofe  he 
can  take  no  pleafure  in,  for  we  only  continue  to 
bear  his  image,  as  long  as  we  delight,  as  he  doth, 
in  lhewing  mercy,  and  have  the  fame  mind  in  us 
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as  'was  in  Chrijl  Jefus,  'who  'went  about  doing  good, 
and  whofe  meat  and  drink  it  was,  to  do  the  will 
of  his  Father,  by  his  conftant  attendance  upon 
works  of  mercy,  and  companion,  for  the  mifer- 
able  part  of  Mankind  ■,  and  can  we  have  a  better 
pattern  to  follow,  than  that  of  our  blefled  Mailer  ? 
We  have  before  us  a  great  variety  of  Objects  de¬ 
fending  our  care,  and  commiferation,  the  noble 
Proviiions  that  have  been  made  by  our  Anceilors 
tor  the  various  exigencies  of  Human  Life,  as  they 
are  now  gratefully  to  be  remembred  by  us,  fo 
this  is  not  all,  that  is  expected  from  us,  unleis  we 
put  too  our  helping  hand,  and  provide  againil 
the  difficulties  and  deficiencies  that  in  a  long  trad:  of 
time,  muit  have  neceilarily  arifen,  and  embarraifed 
the  beft  defigned,andmoil  perfect  Charities  whatfo- 
ever,  frefli  Supplies,  annual  Gifts,  and  bequefts, 
are  abiolutely  needful,  towards  fupporting  and 
maintaining  the  ieveral  great,  and  expenfive  Works 
which  are  daily  going  forwards  in  every  diftinft 
Hofpital,  relating  to  the  Souls,  and  Bodies,  of  thofe 
who  are  admitted  into  them  j  fo  that  we  are  not 
only  to  blels  God  for  the  great  things  he  hath 
done  for  the  deilitute  and  diftrefled  part  of  Man¬ 
kind,  in  fir  ft  infpiring  the  Noble  and  Religious 
Founders  of  them,  with  a  true  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  our  Holy  Religion,  but  alfb  that  he  hath  not 
failed,  fince  the  Foundation  of  thefe  good  defigns 
were  laid,  to  raife  up  others,  who  have  fpared  no 
Pains,  or  Coft,  to  promote  the  feveral  diftinft 
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Branches  of  them,  the  prefint  flourifhing  ftatc  of 
them,  doth  fiifficiently  evince  this :  and  that  they 
have  not  only  formerly  but  do  now  mmijler  to  them, 
fome  by  expending  their  Money,  others  their  Time, 
and  Pains;-;  the  glorious  fight  before  us,  gives  us 
no  reafbn  to  doubt.  And  lure  next  to  the  Found¬ 
ing,  and  Endowing,  the'  juft  and  upright  manage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  Charities  mud  always  be  reckoned 
a  great  firvice  to  the  World,  and  {hall  not  lofe 
its  reward.  The  following  true  Report  of  the  fi¬ 
ve  ral  advances  that  hath  been  made  the  lad  Year, 
will  do  juftice  to  thofe  who  have  employed  their 
labour  of  love,  and  ought  to  be  had  in  remem¬ 
brance  by  us. 

T  o  begin  then,  with  Chrijl’s  Hofpital,  as  we 
dw  the  Foundation  of  it,  to  the  Munificenceof 
K.  Edward  VI,  fo  the  good  Difiipline  and 
-prudent  Management  of  that  trad,  from  time  to 
time,  has  been  attended  with  an  amazing  fuccefs. 
How  many  Advantages,  has  this  Nation  reaped 
'from  the  happy  producl  of  it  ?  How  many  ufeful 
Perfons  have,  from  the  {mall  beginnings  they  have 
had  here,  been  raifid  to  great  eminence  in  the 
World?  being  thereby,  not  only  prefirved  from 
the  Snares  and  Temptations  which  their  penury 
and  friendlefi  date,  mud  have  expofed  them  to  j 
but  by  being  trained  up  in  all  ufiful  Arts,  and 
Learning,  have  been  fint  abroad  as  fo  many  pub- 
lick  blellings  to  the  World  :  no  Ids,  than  one 
Hundred  and  Seven  have  been  put  out  Appren¬ 
tices 
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ticcs  the  Year  laft  pall:,  Nine  whereof  being  in- 
ftru£ted  in;  Mathematicks  and  Navigation  have 
been  placed  out  to  commanders  of  Snips,  out  of 
the  Mathematical  School  founded  by  K.  Charles. 
H :  Seven  only  have  been  buried>  there  remains 
now  under  the  care  and  charge  of  the  laid  Hof 
pital,  which  are  kept  in  the  Houle,  and  atNurle 
ellewhere,  Nine  Hundred  and  Thirty  Six ,  befides 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty  Four  newly  admitted,  a- 
mounting  in  all  to  One  Thoufand  and  Seventy. . 

There  has  been  cured  and  dilcharged  from 
St.  Bartholomew  s  Holpital  founded  by  the  lame 
Religious  Prince,  the  Year  laft  paft,  of  wound¬ 
ed,  maimed,  lick,  and  dilealed  Perlons,  out  of 


this  great  City,  and  other  parts  of  his  Majefty’s 
Dominions,  Four  Thoufand  One  Hundred  and  Fifty,. 
many  of  them  relieved  with  Money  and  other 
Necellaries  to  accommodate  and  lupport  them  in 
their  return  to  their  leveral  Habitations :  buried 
this  Year,  after  much  charge  in  their  illnefs,  Two 
Hundred  and  Eighty  ■,  remaining  under  cure  at 
the  charge  of  the  laid  Holpital,  Five  Hundred  and  ’ 
Ninety  Eight. 

From  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital  this  laft  Year,  of 
wounded,  maimed,  lick,  and  dilealed  Perlons,  Four 
Thoufand,  Nine  Hundred,  and  Sixty  being  cured  have 
been  dilcharged,  belides  Money,  and  Necefla-  - 
ries  has  been  given-  them  ,  at  their  depart¬ 
ing  to  their  leveral  r effective  places  of  abode  ; 
Buried  after  much  charge  in  their Sicknels,  Three 
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Hundred  and  Fifty  Nine ,  remaining  under  cure 
in  die  (aid  Hofpital,  Six  Hundred  and  Thirty  Five, 
lo  that  there  are,  and  have  been  this  Year,  of 
poor  miferable  Objects,  under  cure.  Five  Thoufand 
Nine  Hundred,  and  Fifty  Two,  and  all  thefe  great 
things  in  each  of  thefe  Hofpitals,  have  been  done 
under  great  Difcouragements,  either  by  rebuild¬ 
ing  what  was  ruinous,  or  by  Ioffes  fuftained  in 
their  Revenues  by  accidental  Fires,  fo  that  the 
conflant  charge  of  relieving  fo  great  a  number  of 
Patients,  is  much  greater  than  the  annual  Reve¬ 
nues  of  each  Hofpital  doth  amount  to,  and  yet 
how  many  muff  have  been  abandoned  to  the 
mofl  dreadful  Circumftances  of  want  and  pain, 
and  other  complicated  Miferies,  unlefs  they  had 
been  received  into  filch  Sanctuaries,  either  to  be 
eafed  of  their  Maladies,  or  have  the  poor  remains 
of  Life,  rendered  more  comfortable,  and  eafy  to 
them  ?'•  7  ■ 

I  want  words  to  exprefs,  the  mifery  of  thofe, 
who  are  the  faddeft  fpeCtacles  of  Human  Nature, 
as  deprived  of  Reafon  and  Underflanding,  who 
are  the  unhappy  fubjeCts  of  another  branch  of 
your  Chriftian  Charity  in  the  Hofpital  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  :  which  has  been  very  fuccefsful  in  reftoring 
fo  many  to  their  Senfes,  or  otherwife  prevented 
the  mifchiefs  which  muft  have  happened  from 
their  being  let  loofe  upon  the  World,  and  as  there 
is  only  this  one  receptacle  for  the  miferable  of 
this  fort  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom,  except- 
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what  hath  very  lately  been  eredled,  and  alio 
endowed,  by  the  pious  Charity  of  a  deceafed 
Gentlewoman  in  another  City  *  ;  Co  great  mud 
be  the  unhappy  number  of  thole  who  are  con¬ 
tinually  admitted  into  this  capacious,  and  io  com¬ 
modious  a  Hofpital.  The  laft  Year,  were  no  lets 
than  Eighty  Seven  cured  of  their  lunacy,  dif 
charged  thence  the  laid  Y ear,  ( feveral  of  which 
were  relieved  with  Cloathing  and  Money  at  their 
departure, )  Seventy  Five.  Diffracted  Perfbns  buried 
the  laft  Year,  after  much  charge  bellowed  upon 
them  in  their  lunacy,  and  licknels,  nineteen ,  now 
remaining  in  the  laid  Hofpital  under  cure,  and 
provided  for  with  Phylick,  Diet,  and  other  re¬ 
lief  One  Hundred andTvoenty  Seven-,  belides  which, 
divers  Perfons  who  have  been  cured  in  the  laid 
Holpital,  are  provided  with  Phylick,  as  out-Pa- 
tients,  at  the  charge  of  the  laid  Holpital,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  return  of  their  lunacy.  And  I  cannot 
but  mention  what  has  lately  been  done  as  to  In¬ 
curables,  whole  cale  has  been  fo  far  conlidered, 
as  to  have  induced  feveral  pious  Benefactions,  to¬ 
wards  furthering  fo  good  a  delign,  a  Building 
for  this  purpofe  is  ere&ed,  and  fome  admitted, 
but  inafmuch  the  Revenues  of  this  Holpital,  doth 
not  anlwer  the  prefent  annual  charges,  there  will  be 
no  means  of  fupporting  an  additional  expence,  for 
thefe  unhappy  Perlbns,  without  the  farther  con- 

*  Norwich  by  Mrs.  Alary  Chapman,  who  in  her  life  ere&ed  a  hand- 
fome  Building,  and  at  her  death  bequeathed  more  than  1000L  to  it. 
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cribudons  of  charitable  Perfons  :  and  indeed,  this; 
feems  to  be  the  only  neceflary  Charity,  for  which 
no  provifion  is  made  in  this  great  City;  may  this 
labour  of  love  go  on,  and  profper,  that  nothing  may 
be  wanting  to  accomplifh  fo  excellent  a  purpofe. 

Bridewell,  and  the  Workhoufe  being fome- 
what  akin  as  to  the  good  defign  of  promoting 
Induftry,  and  punifhing  Vice,  and  Idlenels  may 
very  well  be  mentioned  together,  the  former,  is  ano¬ 
ther  foundation  that  bears  the  name  of  our  Englifli 
Jofiah  K.  Edward,  who  wifely  provided  againfl: 
the  maladies  of  the  Mind,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  Body :  great  numbers  of  diffolutc  loofe  Per- 
(bns  have  herein  been  reformed,  by  feafonable  dif- 
cipline,  and  correction,  who  otherwife,  probably,, 
had  run  a  full  career  of  wickednels,  never  (top¬ 
ping  till  their  lives  had  become  a  (acrifice  to  publick 
juftice  ;  and  as  Idlencfe  is  the  grand  fource  of  all 
manner  of  wickednefi,  and  diflolute  practices,  to- 
employ  thofe  in  publick  Manufactures,  who  would 
not,  or  could  not,  find  employment  of  thern- 
felves,  is  an  un(peakable  benefit  to  the  publick, 
of  which  we  (hould  be  more  fenfible,  were  we 
deprived  of  (uch  excellent  Inflitutions :  it  appears, 
that  the  lad  Year  there  were  recieved  into  Bride- 
voel,  Vagrants,  and  other  indigent  Perfons,  who- 
have  been  relieved  here,  as  their  necelfities  requir¬ 
ed,  One  Hundred,  and  Seventy  Nine  j  and  there 
are  maintained  in  the  (aid  Ho(pital,  and  brought 
up  in  divers  Arts  and  Trades,  at  the  only  charge 
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of  the  (aid  Hofpital  as  Apprentices  Eighty  Four. 

The  Workhouse  purfues  the  fame  good  end 
as  the  former  j  and  though  it  is  too  notorious 
to  be  denied,  that  we  labour  frill  under  no  (mall 
inconveniencies,  by  the  great  nufance  of  common 
Beggars  $  yet  would  this  grievance  be  much  more 
intolerable,  if  confiderable  numbers  were  not  em¬ 
ployed  here,  and  thereby  inured  to  labour,  and 
taught  by  an  honed  induftry  to  get  their  bread  by  the 
fweat  of  their  brows,  and  fo  bear  a  part  in  promoting 
the  good  of  the  Societies  they  belong  to ;  indeed, 
not  only  the  good  of  this  City,  but  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  whole  Nation  is  confulted  hereby,  and 
a  foirit  of  emulation  in  fitting  up  Workhoufis 
throughout  the  whole  Realm,  has  diffufed  it  felf 
very  much  to  the  firvice  of  the  publick,  from 
the  example  here  fit  them  :  which,  though  this 
Houfi  by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  its  real  E- 
ftate,  and  want  of  a  fuitable  fupply,  has  not  been 
able  to  produce  fi>  ample  an  account,  as  could 
be  wifhed,  yet,  at  Lady  day  1728.  the  fame  had 
in  it  One  Hundred  and  Seventy  Six  Children,  and 
fince.  Sixty  One  has  been  admitted,  who  are  not 
only  religioufly  educated  according  to  the  ufage 
of  the  Church  of  England,  but  alfo  employed  in 
fpinning  Wool,  fiwing,  and  knitting,  as  alfo  di¬ 
eted  and  cloathed,  and  duly  taken  care  of  in  fick- 
nefs :  there  have  been  difcharged  and  put  forth 
Apprentices,  or  to  Services,  in  fiveral  good  Fa¬ 
milies,  Forty,  buried  Eight,  remaining  at  Ladyday 
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1729.  Two  Hundred ,  and  Thirty  Seven,  Vaga¬ 
bonds,  Beggars,  and  di (orderly  Perfons,  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  Year  lad  pad,  were  Six  Hundred 
and  Eighty  Five,  and  Seventy  One  remained  at 
Ladyday  1728.  difcharged  Six  Hundred,  and  Se¬ 
venty  Six :  remaining  at  Ladyday  1729.  Seventy 
Two,  in  all  Seven  Hundred,  and  Fifty  Six.  Of 
the  Children  here  educated  fince  the  Year  1701. 
there  has  been  difcharged,  and  placed  forth  Ap¬ 
prentices  to  Officers  of  Ships,  to  Trades,  and 
to  Services,  befides  thofc  mentioned  in  the  former 
account.  One  Thoufand,  Nine  Hundred,  and  Sixty  Four, 
and  within  that  time.  Fourteen  Thoufand,  Five  Hun¬ 
dred,  and  Eighty  Five  Vagabonds,  Beggars,  &c. 
have  been  committed,  puniflied,  and  forced  to  hard 
labour.  Of  the  Children  in  this  time,  there  has  died 
Two  Hundred,  and  Seventy  One,  and  of  the  Vagabonds 
One  Hundred  and  One.  The  prefcnt  real  Eftate  of  this 
Houfc  amounting  to  little  more  than  two  Hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  a  Year,  and  the  neceflary  expences  far 
exceeding  the  yearly  income,  confcquently  the  debts 
increafing,  and  the  farther  good  defigns  thereby  pre¬ 
vented,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  our  being  (o  very  par¬ 
ticular  in  this  account,  may  be  of  fervice  to  ftir  up 
thofc  who  are  well  difpofcd  to  affift  this  mod 
ufeful  and  beneficial  work,  that  it  may  be  ren¬ 
dered  more  fcrviceable  to  the  publick. 

See  here,  my  Chriftian  Brethren,  a  large  field 
for  your  Bounty  and  Liberality,  ftiould  not  our 
Hearts  burn  within  us,  upon  the  bare  mention 
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of  fuch  extenfive  ways  of  honouring  God,  and 
ferving  the  interefts  of  our  fellow  Creatures,  nay 
our  Chriftian  Brethren  ?  Nothing  is  more  com- 
njon  in  the  mouths  of  thofe  who  want  an  ex- 
cufe  for  their  being  tenacious,  and  uncharitable, 
than  the  abufes  too  commonly  to  be  met  with  in 
the  management  of  publick  Charities,  and  I  wifh 
there  was  not  too  much  reafbn  for  the  complaint ; 
but  yet  to  the  honour  of  this  great  City,  flic 
delerves  all  due  praife  for  attending  fo  carefully 
to  this  very  thing,  and  thereby  cutting  off  all 
occafion  of  reproach  of  this  kind,  which  might 
otherwiie  probably  ftop  the  current  of  all  future 
Benefactions:  but  fince  the  feveral  Holpitals  I 
have  mentioned,  are  fb  many  unfufpected  funds 
for  Charity,  it  is  hoped,  that  they  will  never  want 
a  fuitable  fupply  for  the  neceffary,  and  increafing 
demands  of  them.  Blefled  be  God,  much  has 
been  done  already,  in  the  many  diftinct  Charities 
I  have  recounted  to  you,  in  fpight  of  the  dege¬ 
neracy  of  the  prefent  Age.  The  time  would  fail 
me,  fhould  I  but  hint  at  fome  of  the  other  ex¬ 
cellent  good  works  of  even  private  Per  ions  * , 
who  have  left  lafting  Monuments  of  Piety  and 
Charity  behind  them,  and  which  is  moll  acceptable 
to  God,  and  generally  attended  with  better  fuccels, 
begun  though  not  finifhed  in  their  life  time.  We 
have,  it  muff  be  owned,  a  melancholly  prolpeCt  if  we 

¥  Mr.  Guy  in  Southwark^,  Edw,  Colfon  Efq;  at  Briflol >  The 
Honourable  Lady  Tipping*  &c. 
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reflect  upon  the  general  depravation  of  Mens 
manners,  and  the  impious  tenets  which  are  let  on 
foot  againft  all  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity,  there 
is  nothing  to  bear  up  our  fpirits  when  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  ungodlinefs  make  us  afraid,  but  this  An¬ 
gle  con  fide  ration,  that  our  Charity  may  cover  a 
multitude  of  Sins,  and  that  our  giving  to  the  poor, 
may  he  a  lengthening  our  tranquility,  for  if  our 
Charity  once  fails  us,  if  the  good  deligns  now 
going  forward  do  not  Hand  in  the  gap,  and  ren¬ 
der  God  propitious  to  us ;  what  remains  but  a 
certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and  that 
God  will  he  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this  :  the 
wile  Man’s  advice,  is  however  very  pertinent  to 
our  purpole,  give  a  portion  to  feven,  and  alfo  to 
eight,  for  thou  knowefl  not  what  evil  jhall  he  upon 
the  Earth*.  It  is  only  a  pretence  to  cover  un- 
charitablenels  when  Men  alledge  the  difficulty, 
and  unlettlednels  of  the  times,  as  their  excule  for  it, 
when  they  give  out  that  it  behoves  them  rather  to 
lay  up,  and  lecure  lomething  againft  an  evil  Day, 
than  to  difperfe,  and  give  to  the  Poor.  But  what  mult 
we  then  think  of  the  Primitive  Chriftians,  who  a- 
bounded  in  Charity  and  good  works,  St.  Paul  telling 
us  of  himlelf,  and  Brethren,  that  they  vuere  hun¬ 
gry  and  thirfly,  naked  and  buffeted,  having  no  cer¬ 
tain  dwelling  place,  labouring,  working  with  their 
Hands  j*,  yet  under  thole  hard  circumltances,  their 
deep  poverty  abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their  liberality, 
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But  as  they  lived  under  a  confhant  lenle  of  the 
providence  of  God,  no  lad  prolpedl  dilcouraged 
them,  from  cheerfully  engaging  in  the  duty  of 
Charity,  towards  their  more  diltrelfed  Brethren. 
How  much  more  reafon  have  they,  who  abound 
in  the  good  things  of  this  life,  to  retrench  fome 
of  their  luperfluous,  and  unneceflary  expences, 
which  minifter  only  to  vanity,  and  luxury,  and 
bellow  it  upon  luch  Charities,  we  have  been  men¬ 
tioning  j  then  the  milpence  of  their  Wealth,  or 
the  rujl  of  their  Gold  and  Silver,  Jhall  not  he  a  Wit- 
nefs  againjl  them,  but  on  the  contrary  their  labour 
of  love,  will  entitle  them  to  that  rejl  which  re- 
maineth  for  the  people  of  God.  But  as  thele  things 
have  been  already  with  better  advantage  dilcourfed 
on,  by  thole  worthy  Perlons  *  who  have  preceed- 
ed  me  in  this  lame  exercile,  I  need  not  enlarge  any 
farther  j  but  conclude  with  our  prayers  to  God,  who 
railed  up  thole  great  Souls,  whofirll  formed  in  their 
Minds,  then  finilhed  with  their  Hands,  thele  lading 
Monuments  of  Piety  and  Charity,  that  he  would  in- 
foire  a  lucceffion  of  Men  with  the  lame  good  will 
towards  the  promoting,  enlarging,  and  dire&ing 
them,  to  the  proper  ends  and  ules  they  were 
at  firll  deligned  for,  that  they  may  have  their 
fruit  unto  holynefs,  and  anlwer  the  ends  of  true 
Religion,  this  will  lerve  to  lilence  thole  who  are 
ready  to  upbraid  us,  with  want  of  Charity  and 

*  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  [ Clavering ]  Lord  Bilhop  of 
Peterborough  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas  Clagen  Dean  of  Rochefler. 
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good  works,  when  they  are  not  only  taught,  but 
pradtiled  too,  in  a  quite  different  manner  and  to 
much  better  purpofe  in  ours,  than  in  the  Church 
of  Rome,  with  all  her  great  fiwelling  ‘words ,  and 
pompous  pretences.  Indeed  we  would  have  no¬ 
thing  garifh  and  theatrical  in  them,  but  what 
is  molt  acceptable  to  God,  and  fo  becoming 
a  reafonable  Jervice:  not  to  be  feen  of  Men, 
or  being  vainly  puft  up  ‘with  a  flejhly  mind,  think 
we  may  be  profitable  to  God,  or  lay  in  for  a 
ftock  of  merit,  but  purely  in  obedience  to  God, 
and  love  to  our  Brethren  for  his  fake,  that  fo  God 
may  have  the  Glory,  Religion  the  Credit,  and 
our  felves  may  reap  the  Advantages  of  them  in 
this  World,  and  the  Rewards  of  them  in  another. 

THE  END. 


